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Services at

St. Cuthberts

Ist SUNDAY IN THE MONTH
9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
6.30 p.m.

Holy Communion
Mattins and Sermon
Evensong and Sermon

2nd SUNDAY IN THE MONTH
10.30 a.m.
6.30 p.m.

Family Eucharist
Evensong and Sermon

3rd SUNDAY IN THE MONTH
9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
6.30 p.m.

Holy Communion
Mattins and Sermor

Evensong with Holy
Communion

4th SUNDAY IN THE MONTH
9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
6.30 p.m.

Holy Communion
Sung Eucharist
Evensong and Sermon

Sth SUNDAY IN THE MONTH
9.00 a.m.
10.30 am.

Holy Communion

Mattins with Holy
Communion

6.30 p.m. Evensong and Sermon

Holy Baptism: Second Sanday in the
month at 3.30 p.m.

Churchings: By appointment

ORMSKIRK TRUSTEE SAVINGS BANK

HEAD GFFICE- 9 Derby Street, Ormskirk.

MAGHULL BRANCH- 2/3 Central Square.

‘ Savings Accounts 400 £40 of Annual Interest Tax Free. £80 for husband and wife.

investment Accounts (8% One Month's Notice — 91% Three Months’ Notice)

Cheque Book Accounts
FOR A HELPFUL PERSONAL SAVINGS SERVICE

Mechanical and Electrical Repairs

J. F. DUDLEY & SON

SALES AND SERVICE

GREGORY GARAGE, HALSALL
Phone HALSALL 233

Turning, Welding, Brazing. Accumulators charged,
Spares, Accessories, Radio,

CHOLERTON

“THE BEST MAN
for
WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHS”
60 WALLCGATE 166 DUKE STREET
WIGAN ST. HELENS
Phone 42370 Phone 23636
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The Rectory,
Halsall,
16th December, 1974

My Dear Friends,

What a splendid effort the Christmas Bazaar
was and how very much we enjoyed it. Many of
you worked hard and sacrificed much to make
the effort a success. | am grateful to you all for
this, and heartily congratulate the stall holders
and catering committee on the success of their
enterprise. 1 do want you all to realise what a
great tragedy it is that the Church of God should
have to depend on “Bazaars and Fetes” to keep
its finances in order. Surely we all wish this situ-
ation to be put right! It should be our first con-
cern to ensure that by the regular weekly gifts of
all those who love St. Cuthbert’s Church, and
claim their membership of it, the work of the
Church in Halsall is on a sound financial basis.
It should not be difficult to achieve this for there
is already in existence a “Free Will Offering”
Scheme which could quite easily become the
means of making our finances sound. If all those
who claim membership of St. Cuthbert's Church
were making a weekly gift through the Free Will
Offering Scheme, having first cirefully thought
about what they ought to give to God each week
for His work, then there would be no further
financial worries. I commend this to you as a
priority. The new financial year is about to begin
and I hope that you will respond to this appeal
to make a regular weekly gift to God in the
Scheme. Please speak to me about it and T will
give you further information. If the response is
what it ought to be next year's Bazaar will be a
wonderful social occasion and the amount it
raises will be a secondary consideration.

I beg every Churchman to take this New Year
message to himself, as I do. God wants all your
special qualities and gifts devoted to His Church,
but cannot use them as He would, unless you are
a man of God. “Abide with Me,"” said our Lord
to His friends on the eve of His death, “for with-
out Me ye can do nothing.” How are your
prayers? Do you feed on Christ in His Word

and Sacrament? Do you covet for yourself holi-
ness, the gift of manly or womanly goodness?
For gift it is — the gift of God to those who take
pains to live near to Him. The Church sorely
needs truly good men and women. Are you will-
ing to try 10 be one?

With New Year we turn over a page and have a
clean sheet before us. How we wonder what is go-
ing to be written on it. Our mutual good wishes,
so warm and sincere, imply that we enter upon it
with hope in our hearts, for each other and the
world. How could it be otherwise with the Light
of Christmas still shining brightly? Christmas
stands for the most wonderful thing that ever
happened. It meuans that not only is God ever
watchful and caring, but that, in Christ our Lord,
He Himself entered into this tangled skein of
human history to fashion a better and happier
world. We are troubled because He seems to
work so very slowly, and sometimes there seems
more of destruction than of building: but if the
event of Christmas Day really happened as we
know so well that it did, we cannot doubt that
His purpose is going steadily forward. “For God
who commanded the light to shine out of dark-
ness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face
of Jesus Christ.”

Now as we face together the New Year, let us
put behind us past discouragement, and it may
be, even failure, and let us echo to each other the
old message, “Speak to the people that they go
forward.” There is so much land to be possessed
and so much to encourage us in our forward
movement. With Jesus Christ as our Leader we
have nothing to fear, for He moves on to victory,
and ultimately He will see the final triumph of
good. Surely this will inspire us to more heroic
practise of our Christian Faith.

In order that we may all work together for the
good of the whole Body of Christ which is His
Church, and for the Glory of God, I would ask
definitely that of your goodness you would some-
times have me, and the work that God is calling
me to do in this parish, in your thoughts and



prayers, as indeed I have you in mine, each day
and will you also pray for one another.

Let us make an act of faith and say: “In the
Lord put I my trust . ... I will not be afraid.”
And let our life, weekday as well as Sunday, be
in harmony with such an act. What our Father
does is well. In so far as we put our hand in His
and walk with Him shall we understand His Will
and purpose for us and for His World; and being
one with Him may we be used of Him than
which there is no higher honour or joy.

May Jesus Christ by His Sacramental indwelling
be the source of all our strength in the days that
are to come.

God Bless you in your homes and in all your
work for Him.

God Bless your absent ones.
A very happy new year to you all.
Your sincere friend,
W. HERBERT BULLOUGII.

THE WISE MEN

The wise men travelling from the countries to
Bethlehem have always appealed to the imagina-
tion. Legend has been woven round them. Three
kings they were, endowed with occult powers by
which they read portents in the stars. There is
magic in the very words of the Authorised
Version, “In the days of Herod the king, there
came wise men from the east to Jerusalem saying
‘Where is He that is born King of the Jews, for
we have seen His star in the cast and are come
to worship Him"."

In generations of carols the theme has been
sung, and its magic enshrined in verse. Here is
an example from Saxon days:—

“They gave Him gifts of far brought things;

Of Recells, myrr, and gold of kings.

And setten there in strawy tent

Their mystic signs of Orient.”

The story has a special significance for Western
races. It is the fulfilment of the prophecy that
the Messiah should be “A light to lighten the
Gentiles” as well as to be the glory of Israel.

Hence, the Epiphany holds a high place in the
festivals of the Church. In these days much of
its meaning is incorporated in our Christmas fes-
tivities. The fact that we do not make so much
of January 6th as we do of December 25th does
nol mean that we lose sight of the significance
of the Epiphany, but that we tend to merge the
lwo at least in our festivities,

The Epiphany is the day of lights in the Church.
in the earlv Eastern Church, churches were bril-
liantly iliuminated to symbclise that the light of
the Gentiles was come into the world. Whether
ceremonial be eluborate or simple the same story
is the basis of all our worship on this day—wise
men from far countries guided by a star to the
source of all wisdom,

TWELFTH NIGHT

Epiphany ends the Twelve Days of Christmas,
and until the middle of last century was observed
as a festival for public rejoicing and merriment.
Kings, lights, spices, were the emblems of the
season. Here is Laurence Whistler's description
of Twelfth Night in London during the reign of
Geo:ge 1V:

“As daylight faded, certain windows were seen
to be shining with unusual brilliance. They were
pasirv-cooks” windows, and closer inspection
revealed that the brilliance emanated from an
immense number of candles, embowered in holly
and ivy, these lights were doubled and redoubled
thrown back and forth by sheets of looking glass,
set ane way and another and festooned in
flowers. . . . Each shop was entirely filled with
Twelfth Cakes garnished with stars, castles,
kings, palaces and churches.”

The cakes were richly spiced and covered with
snow white icing, “dark with citron and plumbs,
and heavy as gold; studded all over with glitter-
ing stars. and red and green knots of sweetmeat
and hollow yellow-crusted crowns, and kings and
queens” — <o the description reads in “The
Evervday Book™ by Hone.

It was, and still might be, a night for children’s
parties. In time past the first business of the
evening at a children’s party was to choose a king



and queen: sometimes an entire court or govern-
ment was chosen. The method of choosing was
usually by lot. Improvised regalia was provided
for each character — king, queen archbishop,
prince and princess. chamberlain and all the
rest, with their ladies.

There would be a great Epiphany or Twelfth
Cake, and varicties of smaller ones, all iced and
aaily decorated. The King. with his Queen, would
govern the evening's joliification.

This is a custom worth reviving. Children's
parties are many and varied during the Christ-
mas holidays. Why not hold one on Twelfth
Night, using all the traditional emblems to
commemorate the visit of the Three Kings to
Bethlehem, led by the star in the east, and
bearing their gilts? Here is your party idea for
1975!

REFLECTIONS

The season of Epiphany which begins on Janu-
ary 6th commemorates the visit of the Wise Men
to Bethlehem. The word Epiphany is derived
from the Greek and means “the showing forth of
divinity.” It is the season of light. Light in the
very widest meaning of the word. Applied to
ourselves in everyday life it means diffuse light
rather than darkness, or dullness. Think for a
moment of the behaviour which brings light,
darkness or dullness into life.

Darkness is introduced by the quarreisome,
touchy, selfish, jealous person; by temper and
spite. It is produced by the thoughtless, who in-
dulge in rash speech, who are swayed by preju-
dice: who have little regard for exactitude; who
are content to express opinions very forcibly
without recognising any obligation to seek for
truth.

Dullness is something not so definite as dark-
ness, yet it dims the light, Dullness is produced
by the sort of person we call the “wet-blanket,”
who pours cold wates on everything; for whom
nothing is ever right. He is the know-all, and the
bore, because he is really very ignorant.

If we accep! the judgement of Christ, the person
who is nearest the imzge of the Creator is the one
who brings light: who is cheerful, generous, tol-
erant, kind - who would rather forget his own
prejudices and preferences, and try to make
other people happy — who is always ready to
believe the other perscn may be right.

Christ said “I am come that they might have
I:fe, and that they might have it more abun-
dantly.” Here lies the secret, 1 think. So many
people are only half alive. They do not realise
the possibilities of their world in which they
live. (And many of them would be terrified if
they did!)

What a blind, narrow puny mind is that of the
quarrelsome, touchy, criticising, spiteful person!
What a slow, muddy, perverted mind is that of
the “wet-blanket” and the bore!

GETTING IT ACROSS

As one might expect, all Bishops the world
over are concerned with how to get the Christian
message across both to outsiders and to the
nominal Christians who claim to be Church
people. Here is an extract from America.

A lot of Christians are like WHEELBARROWS

no good unless pushed.

Some are like CANOES — they need to be
paddled.

Some are like KITES —if you don't keep a
string on them, they fly away.

Some are like FOOTBALLS — you can't tell
which way they'll bounce next.

Some are like BALLOONS —full of wind and
ready to Flow up.

Some are like TRAILERS—they have to be
pulled.

Some are like 1« GOLD WATCH —open faced,
pure gold, quictly busy, full of good works,
reflecting  their Maker well.

WATCH THE WORDS
It is quite surprising how often we sing hymns
with our mouths and voices yet fail to bring our
understanding 10 bkear on the subject. The
followng story illustrates this point,

A boy was asked to read the last verse of the
hymn “The Son of God goes forth to war”
(A. & M.). He read:—

“They climted the steep ascent of heaven

Through peril, toil, and pain;

O God. to us may grace be given

To follow in THE train.”



A Sussex Vicar tells of being called out to see
an old shepherd who was dying. It was Christ-
mas Eve and the old man asked the Vicar if he
would sing ‘the Christmas hymn." ‘Which one?’
asked the clergyman. 'Is it “While shepherds
watched”?’

‘No! that’s not it,” replied the shepherd. ‘The
one I mean is “The rows of ewes at early dawn".’

* £ A B

A pedestrian is a person who cant find the
place where he parked his car.
L . * *

COMMANDMENT

A shrewd if unconscious comment on a good
deal of current social ethics was made by a
schoolchild who, asked to write out the Ten
Commandments, put for the seventh “Thou shalt
not admit adultery.”

BAZAAR 1974

Colfee Morning = T 2 .. 70,08
Guild Dance .. . . - o 3904
Cake Stall 5 A % 5 129.84
Fancy Goods .. e ore < .. 2885
Barton s & B .. 10,00
Grotio .. s - i is .. 1185
Bottle Stall 5 A %E A .. 23.60
Knit Wear Stall .. o s 55 .. 6440
Rose Queen .. e .. .. .. 3.60
Christmas Cards & N s .. 9308
Choir Stall - ] - - .. 39.13
Sweets Stall o R & 3 .o 95.58
Fruit Stall R s o ,ia R Y (1
Rector's Stall .. Je A 2o .. 4601
Tey Stall .. < o tE . .. 13917
Linen Stail =A % o . .. 8000
Refreshments .. A i3 b .. 31.88
Whist  Drive R . o .. 990
Draw e = &3 B an .. 6053
Thrift Tickets unused .. ode - PR | 1 K.
1033.39

Expentes School ot ois & .. 1000
Caretaker . . e . .. 600
Advertising e o iy i .. LS50
17.50

Total received by Church
Treasurer £1115.89

SCHOOL MANAGERS APPEAL
Muy we take this carly opportunity of thanking those
who have already responded to our appeal to raise
the £1.500 necessary to meet our share of the £6,500
improvement scheme at our school, At the time of
going to Press £200 has been sent in to the chairman,
Thank you very much, We hope others will quickly
respond to avoid the Managers paving heavy interest
charges. This was the reason for kaunching the appeal
when we did—right in the hectic Christmas period.
W.H.B.

SiDESMEN'S ROTA
DECEMBER
29 E. Grimshaw, D. Sephton J.H. ]J. F. Smith,
H. Wood.
JANUARY

5 T. Swift, T. Hunter |.B. ]. Critchley, R.
Gaskell.

12 ]J. Heaton, E. Orritt H.S. H. Huyton, A.
Grimshaw.

19 W. Pounds, C. Armstrong R.H. H. Grim-
shaw, M. Manners.

26 E. Serjeant, D. Swift |.H. C. Shacklady, W.
White.

FEBRUARY

2 P. Saunders, T. Grimshaw ].B. B. Heaton,
J. Gaskell.

SERVERS ROTA
DECEMBER
29 No Holy Communion at 9.00 a.m.

10.30 a.m. Colin Stopforth.
JANUARY
5 9.00am. Jim Heaton.
12 1030 a.m. Tony Gaskell and Simon
Andrews.

19 9.00 a,m. Maurice Gore.
3.45 p.m.  Keith Stopforth.

26 9.00a.m. Stuart Simpkin.

10.30 a.m. David Stopforth

and Barry
Gaskell.

FEBRUARY
2 9.00a.m. Peter Balmer.
SANCTUARY FLOWERS
JANUARY
5 Mrs. R. Heaton.
12 Mrs. H. Gaskell.
19 Mrs. Lewis.
26 Mrs. Sumner & Mr & Mrs. D. Dickinson.

HOLY MATRIMONY
“Those whom God hath joined together"
November 23rd—Peter John Milford, of 85
Marians Drive, Ormskirk and Catherine Nora
Hulm of 70 Moss Road, Halsall.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
“In sure and certain hope”
December 4th—Lilian Melling, aged 78, of
44 New Street, Halsall. (cremation).
December 5th—Nellic Edwardson, aged 70
years of 7 Mill Road, Ainsdale. (cremation).



ORMSKIRK MOTORS LTD.

TEL. 725514 TEL. 72551-4

DEALERS
FOR

MAIN

& BEDFORD

VAUXHALL saLrEs, SERVICE & PARTS.

TO LET

Wreaths

Jenmfer I'Ieaton

Birkdale Village, Southport

Tel: Southport 68950
After Hours Halsall 474

Flower Decorations

Wedding Bouquets

Sprays

FARM IMPLEMENTS &
MACHINERY

Consult us for your requirements

C. M. HESFORD & CO., LTD.

ORMSKIRK. Telephone: 72564

JOHN RIMMER

NEW STREET, HALSALL
Undertaker

Funerals completely furnished and personally conducted.
Cremations arranged.

Joiner

Telephone: Halsall 287.
and Burscough 2264.

Telephone Ormskirk 72138

PETER DRAPER

12, Burscough Street, Ormskirk
PRINTER AND STATIONER

Parker Pens, Sheaffer Pens

Account Books, Note Paper, etc,

WHITELEY’S

THE CLEANERS, OF BIRKDALE
(). & T. Whiteley Ltd)

127 BEDFORD ROAD : BIRKDALE
LAUNDERERS and DRY CLEANERS
Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning Specialists
Collections and Deliveries in all districts

‘Phone SOUTHPORT 67037 or send Post Card for our
Representative to call
Southport Branch: 21 Bold Street.
Phone: Southport 56774

d ——




Exclusive in Ormskirk to Abletts

GUARANTEED
WATERPROOF
SHOES

Cure rising damp with K Aqua Skips from
Ableits of Ormskirk. Ask for SCULLER. In
Kayproofed suede. Made in average or wider
fittings.

- Wm., ABLETT I.TD. <PECIALETS

|4, MOOR STREET, ORMSKIRK. Telephone 72424.

| FOR ENGINE OVERHAULS
| OILS, GREASES, TYRES
24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE
HIGH PRESSURE GREASING

Consult

F. SNAPE LTD.

CENTRAL GARAGE, HALSALL ‘
BODY REPAIRS & RESPRAYING Phone: HALSALL 229

JOHN H. WEATHERBY (Memorials) LTD,

MONUMENTAL MASONS

69 TULKETH ST., SOUTHPORT & 486 LIVERPOOL RD.

Telephones: 3022, 77825 (Next to Birkdale Cemetery)
Memorials in Granite and Stone Inscriptions neatly engraved  Renovations

Printed by the “Ormskirk Advertiser”, Church Street, Ormskirk.




